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Roshan Rajkumar (USTA National Nominating Committee); Greg Lappin (USTA National Nominating Committee Chair);  
Joan Baker (USTA National Executive Committee Vice President); Jeff Baill (USTA National Board of Directors At Large) 

We Are Northern!





Carolyn Kramer Named 
Director of Schools 
Tennis; Will Remain TSR

Congratulations to Carolyn Kramer (Moorhead, Minn.), who will 
take on additional responsibilities in the Section as the new Direc-
tor of Schools Tennis. Kramer assumes the position from Tony Sting-
ley, who was named the Manager of Schools Tennis for USTA National 
in January. Kramer will remain in her role as Tennis Service Represen-
tative for North and South Dakota, a position she has held since 2012.  

USTA Northern 
Names Diverse Player 
Scholarship After Tony 
Stingley 

Although we are sad to be losing the best, USTA 
Northern congratulates long-time staff member 
Tony Stingley (St. Paul, Minn.), who accepted a new 
position as the Manager of Schools Tennis with 
USTA National in Lake Nona, Fla. Stingley started 
his new position at the USTA National Campus in 
mid-February.

Stingley worked with USTA Northern for almost 
25 years - first as a volunteer, then as an employee. 
He was involved with tennis at almost every level with the Section including as an instructor, play-
er, official, administrator and mentor, helping thousands of people find themselves in the game. 
He also oversaw the Section’s Diversity and Inclusion initiatives, as well as the Diverse Player 
Scholarship program which grants under-resourced junior players the opportunity to participate 
in the game.

Stingley’s impact on tennis in our Section will continue as USTA Northern has renamed its 
Diverse Player Scholarship after him. The Tony Stingley Diverse Player Scholarship supports the 
level one priority of diversity and inclusion within USTA Northern and is available to young people 
of ethnically diverse heritage who have excelled academically and participate in an organized 
community tennis program. 

You can honor Stingley and all he has done to grow the game in USTA Northern by donating 
to the Tony Stingley Diverse Player Scholarship at https://www.razoo.com/story/B4ijif or by 
contacting Sandy Smith at ssmith@northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3288. Thank you Tony 
for all you have done for USTA Northern. We will miss you!

BRUCE GULLIKSON
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It is my privilege and hon-
or to serve as the new Pres-
ident of USTA Northern. I 
am following so many strong 
leaders from our “small, but 
mighty” Section who have 
created a lasting legacy on 
both the Section and Na-
tional levels – most recently 
Kathy Lundberg (Minneapo-
lis, Minn.). Kathy will contin-

ue to serve on our Executive Committee and as the Section Delegate 
for USTA Northern. I would like to thank Kathy for all she has done in 
paving the way for me as I embark on this journey over the next two 
years, and for her incredible leadership to the Section. 

I learned to play tennis as a young mom in Rapid City, S.D. - not 
exactly the center of the tennis universe. It didn’t take long for me to 
get hooked on the game, meeting some of my best friends today play-
ing on USTA League teams. Off the court, I was involved as a tennis 
parent, a tournament director and was part of the development team 
charged with building a 12-court outdoor tennis facility in Rapid City, 
which opened in 2010, and has hosted multiple South Dakota State 
High School Tournaments and USTA Junior Regional events. 

When my youngest son, Jack, started playing USTA junior tourna-
ments, my relationship with the Section office really started to grow. 
Living in the outer limits of the Section, it became almost a part-time 
job communicating with Section staff, figuring out the right events 
Jack needed to play and the travel logistics involved – all while sticking 
to a budget. Soon my constant communication and questions led to 
me volunteering with the Section in the junior competition realm, and 
eventually, I was nominated to serve on the Section’s Board of Direc-
tors. During my 10-year tenure on the Board, I have learned so much 
about the incredible work of USTA Northern. 

First of all, we have the BEST Executive Director and staff in the 
country. This group does a remarkable job working to grow the game 
and providing great experiences for players and providers in all ar-
eas of the Section. USTA Northern has both metro and rural areas. 
Locations where there are abundant playing opportunities and other 
areas where organizers need to be creative and work a little harder to 
facilitate tennis experiences in helping people find themselves in the 
game. Our staff recognizes these challenges and continues to be ac-
cessible in working with all constituents, while managing its resourc-
es, in achieving the Section’s mission of promoting and developing the 
game of the tennis.  

Perhaps one of our greatest achievements is the diversity of our 
Board of Directors on all levels. The 16 members, who are all volun-
teers, represent a wide variety of cultural and ethnic backgrounds, 
professional skill sets, interests both on and off the tennis court and 
connections to the game. We have 12 returning board members and 
four new people chomping at the bit, bringing energy and new ideas 

to our seasoned group. We have geographic representation from 
throughout the Section with Board members from western and east-
ern South Dakota, North Dakota, Wisconsin, outstate Minnesota and 
the Twin Cities. It is a wonderful and thoughtful group of people who 
are individually, and collectively, invested in providing guidance and 
oversight to the work of USTA Northern. 

We also have a committed group serving on our volunteer com-
mittees for the next two years. For tennis to grow, we need every-
one – from our providers, participants, members and volunteers – to 
get involved. The Section is always looking for more volunteers and 
I encourage you, if you have not already, to register in our volun-
teer database at www.northern.usta.com under the “About Us” tab 
or contact Sandy Smith at ssmith@northern.usta.com to learn of all 
opportunities available. Look at me. You never know where it may lead. 

It might lead all the way to USTA National. Although we are the 
third-smallest Section in terms of membership, USTA Northern packs 
a powerful and unprecedented punch at the highest level with five 
members serving in significant positions. Joan Baker (Shorewood, 
Minn.) is entering her first year as Vice President of the Executive 
Committee and Jeff Baill (Wayzata, Minn.) is a new At-Large Board 
member. Greg Lappin (Chaska, Minn.) is the Chair of the National 
Nominating Committee while Roshan Rajkumar (St. Louis Park, Minn.) 
is a member of this prestigious group and Carolyn Riley (Minnetonka, 
Minn.) is the newly-appointed Chair of the Pro Tennis Council. 

This is an exciting time to be a part of the USTA after the most 
successful US Open in history last fall, highlighted by the retractable 
roof over Arthur Ashe Stadium and new Grandstand court. In Janu-
ary, we celebrated the grand opening of the new Home of American 
Tennis at the USTA National Campus – a 100-court state-of-the-art 
facility - located just outside of Orlando, Fla. 

These major investments into the game’s infrastructure are com-
ing at a perfect time as American tennis is experiencing a much-need-
ed resurgence with 40 players in the draws at the Australian Open. I 
look forward to these young and talented players taking their places 
in the top-10 of the world rankings over the next few years. Having 
these high-level players and role models will help us engage the most 
important audience in the future – our youth. 

Thank you again for the honor to serve as USTA Northern’s Pres-
ident. It will be an exciting two years and am looking forward to the 
journey. Like our staff, I am always available and want to hear any 
ideas you may have in helping us grow the game of tennis. I can be 
reached via e-mail at liz.serves@gmail.com. 

Liz Hamburg

USTA Northern President

http://www.northern.usta.com
mailto:ssmith@northern.usta.com
mailto:liz.serves@gmail.com


Small, But Mighty! We Are Northern!
Good things come in small packages.
USTA Northern is proving the old adage true with the naming of 

four local volunteers to the two most powerful committees at the 
USTA National level as Joan Baker and Jeff Baill were nominated to 
the USTA National Board of Directors, and Greg Lappin and Roshan 
Rajkumar to the Nominating Committee for 2017-18. It is the first 
time in Section history, USTA Northern has four members in such 
prestigious National positions.

“There are only 30 spots total on the Board and the Nominating 
Committee,” Lappin, of Chaska, Minn., said. “USTA Northern rep-
resents less than 3% of the total USTA membership, yet we have 
13% of the spots. That is pretty amazing.”

Amazing yes, but it is also a tribute to the type of people that 
make up USTA Northern and serve in a volunteer capacity to pro-
mote and develop the game of tennis. All four became involved in 
different ways, but with the common goal of wanting to give back in 
their local communities, eventually becoming involved at the Section 
level and finally earning a seat at the National table. 

Baker, of Shorewood, Minn., began volunteering with USTA North-
ern as junior endorser in 1995. She played USTA Leagues and 
tournaments and had children who played the sport when she was 
named to the Board of Directors, serving as Section President in 
2003-04 and Section Delegate in 2005-06. She was then named 
to the USTA National Nominating Committee (2007-10) and was 
the chair of that group in 2009-10. A two-time National Director At 
Large, Baker was named the Vice President of the Board of Direc-
tors this year and is the first member of USTA Northern to serve on 
the USTA National Executive Committee. 

Baill, of Wayzata, Minn., was first introduced to USTA Northern 
as a parent of a junior tennis player and a USTA League player when 
the late John Mueller, who was the head tennis coach at Robbins-
dale Armstrong High School, nominated him for the Section Board 
of Directors. He was the Section’s first General Counsel and be-
came President (2011-12) and Section Delegate (2013-14). He is 
now serving his first term as National Director At Large and is a 
member of the Strategic and Creative Planning Committee after 
being a member of the USTA National Nominating Committee. He 
also worked two terms on the USTA National Learning and Leader-
ship Development Committee and was the inaugural recipient of the 
USTA National Volunteer Exceptional Service Award in 2016.

“When I first got involved, I did not even know a National Board 
existed,” Baill said. “I just wanted to give back and was willing to give 
my time. As I have become more involved on a National level, it has 
been really interesting meeting people from different backgrounds 
across the country who are so passionate about the game. We all 
have different challenges, but ultimately love tennis and want to see 
it grow.”

Also a former Section president from 1997-98, Lappin has vol-
unteered locally and nationally with the USTA for almost 20 years 
after former Section president Margie Champlin asked if he would be 

willing to assume a seat on the Board after someone had resigned. 
Wanting to give back to the game that had given him so much, 
Lappin has served on many USTA committees over the years and 
chaired the USTA National Learning and Leadership Committee. He 
was inducted into the USTA Northern Hall of Fame in 2001.

Roshan Rajkumar of St. Louis Park, Minn., got involved first at 
the Section level when former USTA Northern staff member Becky 
Cantellano asked him to be a part of what was then the Multicul-
tural Committee, where he served as chair in 2009-10. A former 
college player and an avid USTA League player, he was nominated 
to the USTA Northern Board of Directors in 2011, and was Section 
President in 2013-14. 

So how does a Section with snow covering the ground at least 
six months out of the year and boasting only 11,700 members have 
four people rise amongst the ranks to such prominence nationally?

“We might be small, but we are well-respected on a National lev-
el,” Baill said. “It speaks highly of the culture we have established 
at USTA Northern. We have worked hard to bring in quality people 
to volunteer locally over the years. All four of us started locally and 
worked our way up through the Section level as we are past-Presi-
dents and Section Delegates.”

Lappin agreed. 
“USTA Northern is well known and respected for having very com-

petent and hardworking volunteers who love the sport, but who are 
also nice people.”

But just as Baker, Baill, Lappin and Rajkumar did all those years 
ago, if you are passionate about tennis, and are willing to give some 
of your time and skills to the cause, USTA Northern can use you. 

“We need more local volunteers to keep Northern’s voice strong 
at the national level,” Rajkumar said. “This organization needs ded-
icated volunteers from every corner of the Section. Whether you 
play tennis or love watching it, getting involved can help you create 
positive change for our game. We are small, but mighty, because 
of the great people who have stepped up and added our collective 
voices to the national tennis conversation. We are Northern!”

VOLUNTEERS
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Northern Members Named To 
USTA National Committees

Congratulations to the following USTA Northern members who 
were named to serve on USTA National Councils and Committees 
for 2017-18 including: Marcia Bach (Bloomington, Minn.) - Public 
Parks; Matt Boughton (Eau Claire, Wis.) - Junior Team Tennis; Scott 
Boyer (Rochester, Minn.) - Junior Competition; Jessie Daw (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.) – Local Play and Competition; Sue Gregor (Wayzata, 
Minn.) – National Junior Tennis & Learning; Susan Kringlie (Valley 
City, N.D.) – Community Tennis Association; John Niedfeldt-Thom-
as (St. Paul, Minn.) – League and Carolyn Riley (Minnetonka, Minn.) 
– Chair of the Professional Tennis Committee and the Advisory 
Group on Committees and Evaluations Council. 



Welcome 2017-18 USTA Northern 
Committee Members
USTA Northern welcomed its new committee members on January 
1, 2017. These positions are made up of our membership volunteers 
in helping promote and develop the game of tennis across USTA 
Northern. Anyone within Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Northwestern Wisconsin, who is a USTA Member, can apply to serve 
on a committee.

The primary roles of a committee member include:
1.  Recommending ideas, thoughts and changes to Committee Chair, 

Board and Staff Liaison on any new or existing programs, services 
or initiatives the Committee oversee.

2.  Review, monitor and evaluate those programs and activities con-
nected to Committee duties to ensure the Committee, Board and 
Staff Liaison meet its goals.

3.  Work together with volunteers and staff in the spirit of cooperation 
and teamwork.

Executive Committee Members
Liz Hamburg, President; Kathleen Lundberg, Section Delegate; Scott 

Boyer, First Vice President; Susan Kringlie, Vice President; Matt Bough-
ton, Secretary; Julie Whitaker, Treasurer
At-Large Board Members

Susan Allen, Pam Boorsma, Jessie Daw, David Fishbaine, Justin 
Gaard, Andrew Holm, Christine Horton, Brian McCoy, Aftabar “Dipu” 
Rahman, Lars Ranger
Adult Leagues Committee

Charge: To recommend, support and promote recreational and com-
petitive league team opportunities that motivate and encourage adult 
players to become frequent tennis players.

Chair: Mike Johnson
Staff Liaison: Nancy Lundberg, Kelley Okerman
Board Liaison: Dipu Rahman
Members: Carter Bayne, Chris Bushaw, Rick Lassow, Patrick Ledray, 

Timothy Magnuson, Jim Marolt, Leslie Nicholson, John Pratt, Kim Wol-
son
Adult League Self-Rate Appeals Committee

Charge: To ensure that self-rate appeals granted are consistent with 
the intent of the General and Experienced Player Guidelines and NTRP 
Guidebook. To document, in writing, certain decision and rationale for 
granting self-rate appeals.

Chair: Mary McDonald
Staff Liaison: Nancy Lundberg
Board Liaison: Pam Boorsma
Members: Helen Gunther, Mike Johnson, Leslie Nicholson

Adult League Medical Review Committee
Charge: To review each formal written request from a player for re-

consideration of his/her NTRP Rating based on a permanent, disabling 
injury or illness.

Chair: Annie Burton, M.D.
Staff Liaison: Nancy Lundberg
Board Liaison: Christine Horton
Members: Michele Hanson, M.D., Natasha Petry, Mike Vidmar

Adult Leagues and Tournament Grievance
Charge: To fairly adjudicate section level grievances arising out of
the USTA League and Adult Tournament program.
Chair: Larry Baill
Staff Liaison: Nancy Lundberg
Board Liaison: David Fishbaine
Members: Kayla Flynn, Janet Gunderson-Powers, Kevin Hamlin, Jill 

Hofacker-Williams, Rebecca Johnson, Andrew Mushett, Lucy Nandy, 
John Niedfeldt-Thomas
Adult Leagues & Tournaments Grievance Appeals 
Committee

Charge: To fairly adjudicate section level grievance appeals arising out 
of the USTA League program and USTA Adult Tournaments.

Chair: Roshan Rajkumar
Staff Liaison: Nancy Lundberg
Members: Kathy Lundberg, Brian McCoy

CTA/NJTL Committee
Charge: To create, develop and strengthen a section-wide network of 

self-sufficient Community Tennis Associations (CTA) and National Junior 
Tennis and Learning (NJTL) chapters to increase tennis participation at 
the local level.

Chair: Becky Cantellano
Staff Liaison: Christine Nickels
Board Liaison: Susan Allen
Members: Kevin Allan, Jessie Daw, Sue Gregor, Jon Pickett, Sadie 

Reiners, Bill Stelle
Grants Committee

Charge: To evaluate and improve grant procedures, review applica-
tions and thoughtfully allocate appropriate funding to community pro-
grams and facilities based on set criteria, section priorities and need.

Chair: Sue Gregor
Staff Liaison: Christine Nickels
Board Liaison: Brian McCoy
Members: Marcia Bach, PC Thomas Chacko, Joyce Gavino, Neal 

Hagberg, Tracy Petersen, Mary Thompson

VOLUNTEERS

6 March 2017 N RTHERN EXP SURE

2017-18 USTA Northern Executive Committee: Matt Boughton,  
Julie Whitaker, Scott Boyer, Liz Hamburg, Kathleen Lundberg, Susan Kringlie



VOLUNTEERS
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Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Charge: To advise and support staff and volunteers at all levels with 

promoting and expanding diversity and inclusion as integral parts in all 
facets of our organization as well as tennis programs throughout the 
section.

Chair: Jessie Daw
Staff Liaison: TBA
Board Liaison: Andrew Holm
Members: Kye Allums, Mehdi Benyebka, Padma Beravole, Kelley Nel-

son, Francois Nguyen, Andres Osorio, Michael Parker, Scott Raver, Tina 
San Miguel, Lisa Stockmo, Fuyei Xaykaothao
Junior Competition Committee

Charge: To promote and address all activities associated with junior 
competition, to find ways to increase participation in all junior competi-
tion events and to recommend and implement improvements to increase 
tournament play which hopefully will serve to motivate and encourage 
junior players of various abilities to develop to the highest competitive 
level possible.

Chair: Scott Boyer
Staff Liaison: Pat Colbert
Board Liaison: Lars Ranger
Members: Kathy Alex, Ivan Brown, Jaime Chapman, Kayla Flynn, Anne 

Gorde, Craig Gordon, Jack Hamburg, Mason Hemmer, Ben Maes, Mary 
Park, Felicia Raschiatore, Sandra Sherbarth-Lynch, Rich Trella
Junior Player ID Committee

Charge: To identify players for the Sectional Training camps and 
coaching education.

Chair: Steve Tacl
Staff Liaison: Pat Colbert
Board Liaison: Justin Gaard
Members: Julie Bowles, Craig Gordon, Justin Jennings, Danny Kantar, 

Ben Maes, Viet Pham, Kevin Plank, Kris Premo, Felicia Raschiatore, Mi-
chael Sicora, Clay Sollenberger, Mark Vellek, Sion Wilkins
Junior Team Tennis Committee

Charge: To assist in the section’s efforts to provide increased play 
opportunities for all junior players by increasing the awareness, demand, 
and preference for USTA Junior Team Tennis amongst junior players for 
the purpose of driving participation and membership.

Chair: Jenny Arnfelt
Staff Liaison: Brandon Jackson
Board Liaison: Matt Boughton
Members: Mary McDonald, Jon Pickett, Sadie Reiners, Lisa Salo, 

Scott Sundstrom, Jeremy Thompson
Officials Committee

Charge: To advise and support staff and volunteers at all levels with 
promoting and expanding our officials initiatives which include assign-
ments, recruitment, evaluation and training.

Chair: Kristi Bushinski
Staff Liaison: TBA
Board Liaison: David Fishbaine
Members: Richard Arians, Terri Blando, Joe Boyer, Christopher Grant, 

Heather Landrus, Anna Lyon, Chris Repplier
Hall of Fame Committee

Charge: To recognize those individuals who have made outstanding 

contributions to tennis both on and off the court in the Section over an 
extended period of time.

Chair: David Yorks
Staff Liaison: Lisa Mushett
Board Liaison: Susan Allen
Members: Marcia Bach, Sue Gregor, Bob Larson, Dick Riley, Mary 

Thompson
Awards Committee

Charge: To assure that deserving members of the tennis community 
receive recognition for their tennis achievements.

Chair: Jay Pfaender
Staff Liaison: Lisa Mushett
Board Liaison: Susan Kringlie
Members: Pam Boorsma, Deborah Ely-Lawrence, Sue Gregor, Cory 

Kotlarz, Thomas Krueger, Heather Landrus, Ajay Singh, Mary Thomp-
son, Mike Vidmar, Eric Weisser
Serving Up Love

Charge: To educate, raise support and provide resources to remove 
barriers, so all people have access to the physical, mental and social 
benefits of the game.

Chair: Alex Scheglowski
Staff Liaisons: Sandy Smith, Christine Nickels
Board Liaison: Christine Horton
Members: Jamie Chapman, Joyce Gavino, Katie Hiller, Sara Hong, Da-

vid Lachman, Amy Lamparske, Michael Parker, Lisa Proepper
Finance-Related Committees

Charge: To direct the stewardship of the Corporations’ assets and 
resources in the areas of budgeting, compensation, investments and 
overseeing an independent auditor.
Audit Committee

Chair: Julie Whitaker
Staff Liaisons: Mike Goldammer, James Poehler
Members: Liz Hamburg, Matt Boughton, Pam Boorsma

Budget Committee
Chair: Julie Whitaker
Staff Liaisons: Mike Goldammer, James Poehler
Members: Andrew Holm, Matt Boughton, Scott Boyer, Susan Kringlie, 

Jessie Daw, Dave Fishbaine
Compensation Committee

Chair: Susan Kringlie
Staff Liaison: Mike Goldammer
Members: Liz Hamburg, Kathy Lundberg, Scott Boyer, Julie Whitaker, 

Matt Boughton
Investment Committee

Chair: Kathy Lundberg
Staff Liaisons: Mike Goldammer, James Poehler
Members: Liz Hamburg, Matt Boughton, Dipu Rahman

Section Grievance Committee
Charge: It shall operate under the rules and regulations of the Griev-

ance Committee Policy Charter.
Chair: Roshan Rajkumar
Staff Liaison: Mike Goldammer
Members: Steve Champlin, Kathy Lundberg



Hunter Heck Places Fifth At Orange Bowl;  
Wins Las Vegas

Congratulations to Hunter Heck (St. 
Paul, Minn.), who took home the Boys 
14s Consolation Singles Championship 
(fifth place) at the 2016 Junior Orange 
Bowl International in Coral Gables, Fla. 
The Junior Orange Bowl is one of the 
most prestigious tournaments interna-
tionally as the top players in the world 
are entered in the event. Heck, who was 
seeded 17th, opened the tournament 
with a first-round loss, but then pro-
ceeded to win 11 consecutive matches, 

taking out competitors from the United States, Japan, Chile and Uru-
guay. In the consolation final, he defeated Benjamin Heynold of Aus-
tralia 2-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Heck then traveled to Las Vegas for the USTA National Level 3 in 

January where he defeated Alexander Kiefer (The Woodlands, Texas) 
7-5, 5-7, 1-0 in the finals of the Boys 16s singles and earned finalists 
honors in doubles.

Natalie Lorentz and Sophia Reddy 
Win USTA Open Regional Doubles 
Title

Congratulations to Natalie Lorentz (St. Lou-
is Park, Minn.) and Sophia Reddy (Eden Prairie, 
Minn.) on winning the doubles crown at the USTA 
Open Regional at Baseline Tennis Center. Lorentz 
and Reddy won three matches including defeating 
Michelle Bacalla (Skokie, Ill.) and Stephanie Dole-
hide (Hinsdale, Ill.) 8-5 in the finals. Reddy also 
earned finalist honors in singles, winning three 
matches before falling to Maia Sung (Rolling Hills, 
Calif.) in the finals 6-3, 6-4.

Congratulations Winter Section 
Champions

SINGLES
Girls 12s - Sarah Shahbaz (Ham Lake, Minn.) def. Annika Munson 
(Stillwater, Minn.) 6-1, 6-0
Girls 14s - Karin Young (Apple Valley, Minn.) def. Nore Ann Heinitz 
(Duluth, Minn.) 6-2, 6-2
Girls 16s - Nicole Copeland (Edina, Minn.) def. Danielle Sebata (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.) 6-3, 7-5
Girls 18s - Isabella Lambert (Minneapolis, Minn.) def. Sophie Reddy 
(Eden Prairie, Minn.) - walkover, injury
Boys 12s - Max Exsted (Shakopee, Minn.) def. Tygen Goldammer (Rose-
mount, Minn.) 6-4, 6-1
Boys 14s - Sujit Chepuri (Minneapolis, Minn.) def. Bjorn Swenson 
(North Oaks, Minn.) 6-4, 6-1
Boys 16s - Gavin Young (Apple Valley, Minn.) def. Varun Iyer (Roches-
ter, Minn.) 6-1, 6-1
Boys 18s - Jackson Allen (Shakopee, Minn.) def. Kaleb Dobbs (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.) 6-1, 6-4

DOUBLES
Girls 12s - Amanda Diao (Blaine, Minn.)/Shahbaz def. Reegan Mullaney 
(Edina, Minn.)/Munson 8-5
Girls 14s - Heinitz/Young def. Aili Hietala (Duluth, Minn.)/Zoe Adkins 

(Maple Grove, Minn.) 8-1
Girls 16s - Lauren Ferg (Eagan, Minn.)/
Maddie Suk (Minnetonka, Minn.) def. 
Copeland/Ellie Puzak (Minneapolis, 
Minn.) 8-6
Girls 18s - Savanna Crowell (Prior Lake, 
Minn.)/Lambert def. Olivia Paradise 
(Mahtomedi, Minn.)/Reddy 8-6
Boys 12s - Exsted/Goldammer def. Em-
manuel Alex (Arden Hills, Minn.)/Hank 
Trondson (Vadnais Heights, Minn.) 8-6
Boys 14s - Chepuri/Swenson def. Alec Sargent (Rochester, Minn.)/
Joshua Christensen (Rochester, Minn.) 8-2
Boys 16s - Joe Mairs (Edina, Minn.)/Young def. Matthew Kregness 
(Wayzata, Minn.)/Maxim Zagrebelny (Eagan, Minn.) 9-7
Boys 18s - Allen/Dobbs def. Nikita Snezhko (Minneapolis, Minn.)/Ben 
Van der Sman (Woodbury, Minn.) 9-8 (4)
The following players were also named Sportsmanship Award winners 
during the tournament: Tianna Houske (Savage, Minn.), Ingrid Smith 
(Edina, Minn.), Monterey Knewtson (Fargo, N.D.), Ashton Adesoro (St. 
Paul, Minn.), Matias Maule (Wayzata, Minn.) and Karthik Papisetty 
(Plymouth, Minn.).

JUNIOR UPDATES
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Congratulations to the following players who were crowned champions at this year’s USTA Northern Winter Junior Sectional 
Championships held at Baseline Tennis Center on the University of Minnesota campus, Life Time Fitness - Lakeville in Lakeville, Minn., 
and Life Time Fitness - Bloomington South in Bloomington, Minn.

Hunter Heck

Natalie Lorentz and  
Sophia Reddy



Team Northern Hires Coach; Makes Selections; 
Holds First Camp

Scott Boyer (Rochester, Minn.) is the new head coach of USTA North-
ern’s new junior high performance program called Team Northern. In his 
role, Boyer is responsible for the selection of players, planning yearly 
calendars, developing training curriculum and more. Previously, Boyer 
worked as Racquet Sports Director at the Rochester Athletic Club from 
1998-2015. Prior to that, he was the Player Development Director for 
USTA Northern from 1997-98. Currently the First Vice President of the 
USTA Northern Board of Directors, Boyer is serving his second stint 
on the Board (previously serving from 2000-04) and has been on the 
Junior Tennis Council since 1998. He has been a Regional and Sectional 
Training Center coach and was the head coach of the USTA Northern 
Boys 18s Team Tennis squad which received the Sportsmanship Award 
at Nationals in 2016. He is a member of the USTA National Junior 
Tennis Committee and Sportsmanship Committee and was part of the 
USTA Professional Players Rules Committee from 2002-04.

Boyer’s first responsibility was composing the roster as 21 players 
were selected including Hugh Perrill (Wayzata, Minn.), Preston Perrill 
(Wayzata, Minn.), Max Exsted (Shakopee, Minn.), Nolan Ranger (Edi-
na, Minn.), Sam Skanse (Edina, Minn.), Erik Smith (Edina, Minn.), Jack 
Allaben (Mahtomedi, Minn.), Sujit Chepuri (Minneapolis, Minn.), Tygen 
Goldammer (Rosemount, Minn.), Noah Hong (Minneapolis, Minn.), Kev-
in Turlington (Rochester, Minn.), Emmanuel Alex (Arden Hills, Minn.), 
Christo Alex (Arden Hills, Minn.), Sydney Wolpert (Hopkins, Minn.), 

Amanda Diao (Blaine, Minn.), Allyson Jay (Edina, Minn.), Julia Baber 
(Rochester, Minn.), Paige Sargent (Rochester, Minn.), Ingrid Smith 
(Edina, Minn.), Isabella Suk (Minnetonka, Minn.) and Emmeline Wang 
(Hamel, Minn.).

Team Northern met for the first time on January 7 at InnerCity 
Tennis where the players, six coaches and nine mentors of Minnesota 
tennis royalty gathered. The impressive list of coaches included Kathy 
Alex (Arden Hills, Minn.), Matt Boughton (Eau Claire, Wis.), Boyer, Jon 
Koenigs (Minneapolis, Minn.), Felicia Raschiatore (Excelsior, Minn.) and 
Steve Tacl (Rochester, Minn.) and mentors included former Gopher 
greats Jack Hamburg, Alexa Palen and Michael Sicora; Gustavus Adol-
phus player Ally Baker; former two-time Minnesota state champion 
and KFAN personality Justin Gaard; current Minnesota state Class AA 
singles champion Jackson Allen and top junior players Alex Exsted and 
Ben Wheaton.

JUNIOR UPDATES
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When I was in elementary school, I enjoyed completing mazes. I 
had numerous books filled with these intricate puzzles that I would 
enthusiastically devour, maneuvering from start to finish as quickly 
and accurately as possible. When these books were completed, 
I began making my own mazes. I filled the backs of all my school 
notebooks with this confusing, winding graffiti. Some of the mazes 
I developed became so complicated and convoluted I could not even 
remember the safe pathway to the end. Determined to conquer 
my own creations, I eventually found a solution to my problem. By 
approaching these highly difficult brainteasers from the finish and 
working my way back to the start, I discovered I could navigate the 
puzzle successfully.

On the tennis court, we are con-
stantly presented with ever-evolv-
ing challenges and, as I found with 
mazes, occasionally you need to 
look to the end in order to know 
where to start. Learning to ap-
proach our challenges from an op-
posing perspective can help pro-
vide clarity to difficult situations, 
which in turn, can assist in trou-
bleshooting your tennis game. The 
following are a few of my favorite 
ways to view two common coach-
ing challenges in order to help my 
students navigate their individual 
tennis mazes.

Start With The Whole
One of the most common chal-

lenges that I believe goes over-
looked on a daily basis can be found 
in how coaches structure the daily 
individual and group practices for their students. My observation here 
isn’t a negative reflection on the preparation of the professional or 
their lesson plans. Rather, it is more of a fundamental approach in 
how I believe the deepest skill acquisition is achieved. For example, 
often I will see coaches conduct their lessons by focusing on a tech-
nical or tactical skill that they want their students to achieve through 
a closed-drill component, and then attempt to apply this skill into 
an open, competitive-game environment. There is nothing inherently 
wrong in structuring one’s teaching in this closed to open manner, and 
sometimes it’s completely necessary. However, I found the learning 
to be far more effective and lasting if one employs the USTA’s Game-
Based Approach, moving from an open to closed environment and 
then progressing back out to the original open scenario.

By starting with the whole and then narrowing the focus as neces-
sary, I’ve observed that both the students and I have a better under-
standing of what skills and tactics are successful versus unsuccess-

ful in their games. This allows us to spend our time more wisely on 
court and to attack the issues that will provide the greatest gains in 
their competitive games. Frequently, the student will become aware 
of their most glaring shortcomings without me even informing them, 
which provides the added benefit of creating a tremendous amount of 
investment and buy-in on the student’s part when we do have to break 
things down technically or tactically to a fundamental level. 

Furthermore in my experience, how you train is how you play when 
it comes to competition. I want my students to have a sense of that 
competition right from the start of our lessons. In a closed to open 
environment, you are prioritizing skill acquisition over skill applica-

tion, which can lead to the pitfall 
of becoming too involved with the 
technical/tactical minutia or a 
“failing to see the forest through 
the trees” type scenario. Un-
questionably, a strong technical 
foundation is essential to com-
petitive tennis success, but the 
pursuit of technique is a means 
to an end, not the end in itself. 
I want my students to develop a 
broader conception of their indi-
vidual competitive tennis games, 
and then break that down into 
the need and purpose of learning 
specific techniques. By approach-
ing these daily practices with the 
end goal in mind, you treat skill 
application and skill acquisition 
in a more symbiotic way, which 
helps these students become 
great competitors, thinkers and 
ball strikers.

Strengths and Weaknesses
A second common trap I witness players falling into on court is 

placing an overemphasis on weaknesses instead of strengths. 
While an acknowledgment of personal shortcomings is undoubtedly 
necessary for improvement, only focusing on weaknesses instead 
of strengths can prove to be incredibly limiting. Whenever I work 
with a student, the first thing I attempt to do is help them identify 
their greatest strengths as much as possible. Taking this alternative 
approach helps to focus my student’s energy on what they do well, 
which immediately provides structure to their competitive games and 
psychologically instills confidence in their skills. Ultimately, by keeping 
the end in mind, I am assisting my students’ development as players 
who understand what they need to do to win, rather than emphasizing 
what they need to do to avoid losing. 

Once the student appropriately prioritizes their strengths and 

The End Is The Start
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Izabella Edin, of Staples, Minn., has been named the 2017 
Professional Tennis Registry (PTR) National Newcomer of the Year. 
The 18-year-old high school senior joined the organization as a PTR 
on Campus Member last year and is already certified in two PTR 
education pathways — a feat she accomplished in just four days.

Edin started playing tennis at 6 years old, and began taking lessons 
at Set Point Tennis in St. Cloud, Minn., at age 11. After just two 
weeks at Set Point, her coaches moved her to the high performance 
group. She decided to play high school tennis and was soon playing 
#1 singles for Staples-Motley High School as a freshman. That year, 
Edin won the Section 8A singles champion and took third place in 
the Minnesota Class A State High School Singles Championships.

In the summer of 2014, when many of the staff pros at Set Point 
Tennis went off to college, Edin was hired to work with the club’s 
high performance players. That led to teaching children, adults 
and seniors – often in groups of 20 or more. Her mentor, PTR 
Professional Pat Colbert, encouraged Edin to join PTR and become 
certified. 

“I’m really glad I did,” Edin said. “I learned a lot about teaching 
tennis and I’m glad I had the opportunity to bring it back to our club.”

Later that fall, Edin was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. It 
became her goal to bring awareness about the disease as the 
insulin-dependent Edin is often found sharing information with her 
students, coaches, opponents, and even officials, about what she 
is doing when she checks her blood sugar on every changeover, and 
how to continue living a full life in spite of the disease. 

“It may be life threatening, but not life ending,” Edin said.
Since her diagnosis, Edin has excelled both on and off the 

court. In 2015, she won the USTA Northern Jerry Noyce Junior 
Sportsmanship Award given to the junior player who not only displays 

Izabella Edin Named PTR National 
Newcomer of the Year

Roy Barth, Izabella Edin and Dan Santorum

the finest qualities of 
sportsmanship during 
tournament play, but 
who also demonstrates 
exemplary conduct 
away from the court. 
She also won the Girls 
Sportsmanship Award 
at the USTA 16s Zonals 
team event in Waco, 
Texas, that year, even though she retired during a match, ending up 
in the hospital after needing fluids. 

Last year, Edin was one of 30 people nationally named to the 
2016 USTA Leadership Team and was inducted to the National 
Society of High School Scholars. She was a member of the 2016 
USTA Northern team that competed at World Team Tennis Junior 
Nationals in San Diego, and in October, she finished fourth in singles 
at the Minnesota Class A State Tournament. She also was presented 
the national Novo Nordisk Donnelly Award by Billie Jean King, who 
established the award in 1998, encouraging diabetic children to lead 
active lives and compete in tennis.

“We see a great future ahead for Izabella,” said PTR CEO Dan 
Santourm. “We are proud she chose PTR for her tennis coaching 
education and certification.”

The PTR is the largest global organization of tennis teaching 
professionals with more than 15,600 members in 127 countries. It 
has the greatest percentage of multicultural and women members 
of any such organization. PTR is dedicated to educating, certifying 
and servicing tennis teachers and coaches around the world in order 
to grow the game.

understands how to apply them effectively, they are better prepared 
to tackle their shortcomings. How we address weaknesses is one of 
our most daunting challenges, and once again I attempt to approach 
this situation with the end in mind. Essentially, my final goal is for my 
students to be able to execute, self-correct and train their weaknesses 
as effectively as possible without my supervision. In other words, the 
student should be able to expertly teach this skill to others, and I need 
to teach myself out of a job! Therefore, after the initial corrections 
have been addressed, instead of providing regular feedback on what 
isn’t happening I attempt to have the student explain what should be 
happening. By providing as few negative observations as possible and 

reframing my observations as effective guiding questions. I’ve found 
my students learn how to find solutions instead of merely rehearsing 
their problems. Furthermore, these students develop greater 
ownership over their training as well as a more optimistic outlook 
towards their challenges, crucial elements for success on court. 

Competitive tennis provides endless challenges and how we 
view our problems on court is essential to developing effective 
solutions. As players and coaches, looking at situations from a 
fresh perspective is crucial to navigating the twists and turns in 
our personal tennis labyrinths, and sometimes the end is precisely 
where you need to start. 





Recovery: The Forgotten 
Aspect of Training 

The last two Grand Slam tournaments have been very interesting, 
not just because of the dramatic fashion in which both the men’s and 
women’s players won, but because of their ages in which they won. 
Stan Wawrinka and Angelique Kerber were 31 and 28, respectively, in 
winning the 2016 US Open. Follow that with Roger Federer and Serena 
Williams winning the 2017 Australian Open at age 35. How is it possi-
ble these veteran players, who many think should be on the downslide 
of their careers, are able to win the biggest of tournaments? It cer-
tainly helps that Federer and Williams are two of the all-time greats, 
but I think an even more significant factor has to do with their schedule 
and training regiments. 

Admittedly, Wawrinka could play more tournaments than he does, 
but realizing his age, he spreads his playing out over the year and 
tries peaking for the majors. Looking at his recent record – winning 
one major a year for the last three years – it seems to be working. 
Kerber shocked almost everyone by winning the 2016 Australian Open 
and continued her success at the US Open, elevating her to #1 for the 
first time in her career. Federer and Williams both had season-ending 
injuries in 2016, which 
many thought to be the 
beginning of the end of 
their fabled careers, but 
they proved the pundits 
wrong by winning yet an-
other major title in Jan-
uary. Federer became 
the oldest male to win a 
major in 46 years (Ken 
Rosewall won the Aus-
tralian Open at age 37 in 1972), while Serena was the oldest female 
Grand Slam winner ever in the Open era at 35 years, 124 days.

The injuries to Roger and Serena may have been blessings in dis-
guise as it kept them fresh and motivated. It is quite possible that 
Andy Murray and Kerber both played too much at the end of ’16 trying 
to end the year #1, and were out of gas at year’s end. On the flip side, 
Federer did not go into the Australian Open with the expectation of 
winning, but rather of having fun and hoping to get a few matches 
under his belt. As the tournament entered the second week, his play 
steadily improved, and in the end, he hoisted the trophy over his head 
after defeating long-time rival Rafael Nadal in five sets. Serena, who 
always expects to win, took advantage of her extended break, having 
fresh legs throughout and not dropping a set in cruising to her 23rd 
Grand Slam victory. 

Being healthy and having fresh legs are crucial to success in any 
sport no matter what the level. Of course, it is important to prac-
tice and play a lot, but many players are guilty of overtraining before 

the big event. With overtraining comes 
physical injuries, but it also leads to men-
tal staleness and often times, anxiety and 
agitation. 

The leading sports scientists breakdown “ideal training” into a con-
cept called periodization which consists of three stages: preparation, 
competition and transition. The transition phase involves that of active 
rest which includes putting the racket down for a couple days or weeks 
and resting. It also includes allowing your body to participate in other 
activities (i.e. - basketball, dancing, soccer, golf, hiking, skiing, etc.). 
These different cross training techniques keep your body and mind fit 
and fresh, helping you return to the tennis court physically and mental-
ly rejuvenated and with more enthusiasm. 

Many times you will hear players (especially a junior or college play-
er) complain, “I haven’t hit in a couple days so I will not be very good.” 
That type of self-talk is not only a rationalization to not play well, but 
also is a red light signaling that one should take a little more time away 
from the court. Players should look forward to practicing or playing, 

not look at it as some-
thing they HAVE TO 
DO. Taking a day or 
two off, or hitting 
with a partner who is 
clearly below your skill 
level once in a while is 
not going to hurt your 
development. It is sim-
ilar to nutrition. If you 
generally eat well, an 

occasional desert is not going to throw your body chemistry out of 
whack. Sometimes, it might actually be better for you to sneak that 
bowl of ice cream or late-night Twinkie, as it satisfies the craving and 
keeps you from potentially binging. 

Recovery training is also not solely about rest. It also involves 
stretching and using a foam roller which improves body alignment, 
reduces muscle tightness and teaches muscle awareness. Athletic 
Performance Enhancement Specialist Allistair McCaw, who was voted 
by CoachSpeak as one of the Top-50 coaches in the world, emphasizes 
that everyone, regardless of sport, should use a foam roller at least 
once every 12 hours for at least 20 minutes to break up interwoven 
muscle fibers and help move oxygenated blood into those muscles, 
returning the muscles to a more optimal state. 

While you may not need to make a comeback from 1-3 down in the 
fifth set very often, knowing you have fresh legs and a positive attitude 
makes you believe you can. Train hard, but recover smart and you will 
enjoy many decades of pleasure on the court.

BRUCE GULLIKSON
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Two Honored As Champions Of Tennis By Tennis 
Industry Magazine

Congratulations to Cindy Huether (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.) and Dan James (formerly of St. 
Paul, Minn., and now of Seattle, Wash.), who 
were named the Tennis Advocate of the Year 
and the Wheelchair Champion of the Year, re-
spectively, by Tennis Industry magazine in 
the publication’s 16th Annual “Champions of 
Tennis Awards” issue.

As Executive Director of the Sioux Falls 
Tennis Association, Huether’s accomplishments in developing the city’s 
infrastructure are vast. She provided equipment and trainings for ele-
mentary schools and daycares and was instrumental in building one of 
the nation’s first-ever permanent 36-foot court tennis complexes at 
Spellerburg Park. Huether and her husband, Mike, who is the mayor of 
Sioux Falls, have also opened their personal checkbooks to grow tennis 
in the city, providing lead gifts on both the Huether Tennis Center at 
Augustana College in 2009 and the new Huether Family Match Pointe 
Indoor Tennis Center, which opened in 2015. The Huethers were also 
the USTA National Ralph Wescott Family of the Year in 2012. 

James, who resigned his position as the Director of Wheelchair 
Tennis for USTA National in the fall and was recently hired as the Di-
rector of the Positive Coaching Alliance’s Seattle chapter, has served 
as the head coach of the United States Paralympics tennis team five 
times in his career (Sydney (2000), Athens (2004), Beijing (2008), 
London (2012) and Rio de Janiero (2016). During his tenure, the native 
of Northfield, Minn., and former player at Gustavus Adolphus College 
in St. Peter, Minn., has helped the United States team to a number of 
medals over the years including the quad doubles team of Nick Taylor 
and David Wagner, who have won three Paralympic golds and two silver 
medals in doubles. Wagner also claimed the silver medal in quad singles 
in 2004 and 2012 and the bronze in 2016.

Four Named Heroes of Tennis by Tennis Magazine
David Sommer (Minneapolis, Minn.), Grand 

Forks Red River High School (Grand Forks, 
N.D.), Mike and Cindy Huether (Sioux Falls, S.D.) 
and Dan James (formerly of St. Paul, Minn., and 
now of Seattle, Wash.) were named their re-
spective state’s hero in Tennis - The Heroes 
Issue which hit newsstands in November. Som-
mer is a member of Senior Tennis Players Club 
in Minneapolis and handles all technology and 
communications for the group including news-

letters and its website. The boys and girls tennis teams at Grand Forks 
Red River High School, under the direction of Greg LaDouceur, have 
been a powerhouse over the years as the boys have won 17 of the last 
18 state championships (losing only in 2015) and the girls 14 of the 
past 15 titles (falling in 2016). The Huether Family has been the driving 
force behind growing the game in Sioux Falls, S.D., both through action 
and financial assistance, while James served as head coach of the Unit-
ed States Paralympic Tennis Team for the fifth time in 2016. 

2017 USTA Northern Yearbook Now 
Available

Salute our Section’s best and relive all the great 
moments of last year with the 2017 USTA Northern 
Yearbook. Download your copy today at http://bit.
ly/2ldVb8V. 

Want To Volunteer With USTA 
Northern? Register In Our Volunteer Network 

Are you passionate about tennis and interested in giving back to the 
game you love? Then you’ve come to the right place. USTA Northern 
has a rich history of dedicated volunteers, all of whom share the same 
fundamental drive that gives them the passion to volunteer: they all 
love tennis. Prior volunteer experience is not required! Fill out a vol-
unteer form at http://www.northern.usta.com/community_tennis/
volunteers/. For additional information, please contact Sandy Smith 
at (952) 358-3288.

McBroom, Vellek Named PTR 
State Members of Year

Congratulations to Isaac McBroom (Excelsi-
or, Minn.) and Mark Vellek (Sioux Falls, S.D.), 
who were named the Professional Tennis Reg-
istry (PTR) Member of the Year for Minnesota 
and South Dakota, respectively. The award is 
presented to a PTR member who has shown 
dedication and diligence in promoting and sup-
porting tennis and the PTR. Both McBroom 
and Vellek were honored during the 2017 PTR 

International Tennis Symposium February 15-18, 2017, at the Sonesta 
Resort on Hilton Head Island, S.C.

A member since 2015, McBroom is a certified professional in two 
PTR education pathways. A former captain of the Gustavus Adophus 
men’s team, McBroom co-founded a tennis academy at the Barnes 
Tennis Center in San Diego, Calif., which included several top nation-
ally- and internationally-ranked juniors 
and professionals. In 2013, he began 
working with the Junior Performance 
Programs at Life Time Fitness and 
was named National Coach’s Educa-
tion Lead for the organization in 2015 
where he oversees the structure and 
delivery of junior programs through-
out the 26 Life Time Tennis Clubs.

A certified PTR professional and 
member since 2009, Vellek joined the 
Huether Family Match Pointe team 
in February 2016 as the club’s Director of Junior Development after 
serving as the Head Pro at GreatLIFE Woodlake and Sioux Empire Fit-
ness for seven years. As a coach, Vellek has worked with numerous 
state champions in South Dakota and has developed many of the USTA 
Northern Section top juniors. He is currently a USTA Northern National 
Team Coach and is a member of the USTA Northern Talent ID and De-

CROSS COURT
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Isaac McBroom

Mark Vellek

http://bit.ly/2ldVb8V
http://bit.ly/2ldVb8V


velopment Committee, serving as a Team USA and Early Development 
coach for the section. In 2011, Vellek was the recipient of the Ward C. 
Burton Junior Development Award for excellence in junior development. 

USTA Northern Mourns Passing Of 
Hall Of Famer Bill Kuross

USTA Northern is mourning the death of Hall of 
Famer Bill Kuross, who passed away on January 
31, 2017, after a long battle with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. He was 86 years old. 

Kuross, of Minneapolis, was a tennis and 
squash star, who also coached high school foot-
ball. He played tennis at Augsburg College in the 

mid-40s. He then went on to play for the United States Navy team in 
Philadelphia and at the US Open in Forest Hills, N.Y.

During the 1960s and ’70s, Kuross won several consecutive state 
open tennis championships. He was also ranked fourth nationally in se-
nior doubles in his 50s. In 1958, he started the Minikahda Invitational, 
which would be the premier tennis event in the Twin Cities for many 
years. Grand Slam champion Andre Agassi played in the event (and won) 
when he was only 15 years old as the tournament raised money for 
inner-city tennis programs in USTA Northern. 

In 1979, Kuross was one of seven inaugural members of the Min-
nesota Tennis Hall of Fame which became the USTA Northern Hall of 
Fame in 1988.

A memorial service will be planned later in the year. Check www.
northern.usta.com for more information.

Aney/Neel Meet Again For ITA Championships
Rochester, Minn., natives Jessie Aney and Ingrid Neel, best friends 

and long-time rivals, faced off once again as their respective college 
teams played for the championship at the ITA Indoor Nationals in 
February. Aney, who plays for #2 North Carolina, and Neel, for #1 
Florida, faced each other in both doubles and singles. In doubles, Neel 
and Anna Danilina 
beat Aney and Cas-
sandra Vazquez 6-2 
at the No. 2 posi-
tion. Then with the 
overall match tied 
at 3-3, Neel and 
Aney played each 
other in the decid-
ing match at No. 3 
singles. Neel won a 
close first set 6-4, 
before Aney an-
swered taking the 
second set 6-1. In 
the final set, Neel 
jumped out to an early 4-1 lead before Aney fought back closing the 
gap 4-3. In the eighth game, Aney was up 30-0 before Neel reeled 
off four straight points in the eighth and ninth games to eek out the 
win 6-3. For her efforts, Neel was named the tournament’s Most 
Outstanding Player.

CROSS COURT
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Member Appreciation 
With The Gophers

Over 70 people enjoyed Cardio Tennis, food, prizes and some great tennis at the 
USTA Northern Member Appreciation event with the Gopher women on February 4 
against Dartmouth. 

Miss the first one? USTA Northern is partnering with the Gopher men for a similar event on April 23 as they face Indiana in an import-
ant Big Ten matchup. Match time is 12 Noon. To RSVP, please contact Sandy Smith at ssmith@northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3288.

mailto:ssmith@northern.usta.com


4.0 Women - Joy Mancini (St. Paul, Minn.), Addie Lordemann 
(St. Paul, Minn.), Miranda Ebner (Minneapolis, Minn.)

4.0 Men - Chandha Duwearatchi (Bloomington, Minn., Craig 
Ballentine (Minneapolis, Minn.), Justin Long (Minneapolis, Minn.), Brian 
Jacobsen (Minneapolis, Minn.)

4.5 Men - Brady Radermacher (Eagan, Minn.), Dipu Rahman (St. 
Paul, Minn.), Neil Radermacher (Eagan, Minn.), Chris Thornton (St. 
Paul, Minn.)

4.5 Women - Denise Thoen (Bloomington, Minn.), Astrid Perez 
(Minneapolis, Minn.), Tory Borovsky (Northfield, Minn.), Lennae Grahn 
(Rosemount, Minn.)

Chris Bushaw Named New Area 
League Coordinator For SE Minnesota

Chris Bushaw (Rochester, Minn.) has been named 
the new Area League Coordinator for Southeastern 
Minnesota. Bushaw will implement and administer 
all USTA League opportunities in Southeastern 
Minnesota including, but not limited to, Rochester, 
Winona, Owatonna and Mankato. Bushaw has been an instructor at 
Rochester Community and Technical College for the past 10 years. Pri-
or to that, she had a 30-year career at the Mayo Clinic. She has played 
USTA League tennis since 2004, and has captained 12 teams since 
2009. In 2015, she was selected as winner of the Northern Section’s 
Albert Teeter Adult Sportsmanship Award. As a player and captain, 
she has represented USTA Northern at both Sectional and National 
Championships. As a volunteer, she has served on the Rochester Area 
Leagues Committee and Sectional Leagues Committee since 2013 and 
has volunteered at numerous League Sectional Championships. Bushaw 
can be reached at christine.bushaw@roch.edu.

ADULT UPDATES
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ONE Doubles Champions

Congratulations to all of the champions at the 2016 USTA Northern 
ONE Doubles Section Championship at Life Time Fitness - Bloomington 
South. Winners at the 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5 levels will represent the Section 
at the 2017 Tri-Level National Championships during the BNP Paribas 
Open in March in Indian Wells, Calif.

3.0 Women - Amy Bodine (Minneapolis, Minn.), Julie Sibley 
(Chanhassen, Minn.)

3.5 Women - Angela Taylor (St. Paul, Minn.), Brittany Hahn 
(Minneapolis, Minn.)

3.5 Men - Ron Ingalls (Center City, Minn.), Captain Eric Nar-
vaez (St. Paul, Minn.), Gary Simpson (Minneapolis, Minn.), Peter Haan 
(Hastings, Minn.)

Learn More About Women’s Daytime League In The Twin Cities
Selected tennis 

clubs in the Twin 
Cities are excited 
to partner with 
USTA Northern 
in offering the 
Women’s Day-
time League which 
features over 90 
competitive teams 
at the 3.0, 3.5, 
4.0 and 4.5 levels 
at the following fa-
cilities: Fred Wells 
Tennis & Education 
Center (St. Paul), InnerCity Tennis at Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Cen-
ter (Minneapolis, Minn.), Minnetonka Tennis Club (Minnetonka, Minn.), 
PublicIndoorTennis.com (Spring Lake Park, Minn.), St. Paul In-
door (St. Paul, Minn.), Williston Fitness Center (Minnetonka, Minn.) 

and Wooddale 
Tennis & Health 
Club (Woodbury, 
Minn.). Members 
of the Daytime 
League enjoy a 
number of great 
benefits includ-
ing team coach-
ing, scheduled 
practices and 
matches, post-
match critiques, 
end -o f-season 
playoffs, access 

to personal and team statistics through TennisLink and much more. 
For more information, visit http://www.northern.usta.com/Leagues/
twin_cities_daytime_league/ or contact Kelley Okerman at oker-
man@northern.usta.com.

3.5 Women Champions – Angela Taylor, Brittany Hahn

mailto:christine.bushaw@roch.edu
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COMMUNITY TENNIS

by Bob Burrows
After 25 years coaching 

soccer in Hudson, Wis., 
including the last six at 
Hudson High School, John 
Knutson coached high 
school tennis for the first 
time last fall. What he saw 
on the first day of practice 
for the Raider Girls team 
surprised him.

“While our top-10 play-
ers for the varsity squad 
were very good, along with 
many of the junior varsity 
players, 12 of the 32 par-
ticipants had never played 
tennis before,” Knutson 
said.

Even though seven of the Raiders top-10 players made it to section-
als in the fall, and two got through to the state tournament, Knutson 
doesn’t want to settle for average. So he came up with the idea to start 
the Hudson Tennis Association. He mentioned it to a few other tennis 
enthusiasts in town, and by early January, he had roughly 20 people 
asking what they could do to help.

“I’ve had this idea for a long time that Hudson suffers because we 
do not have youth development programs or options when it comes to 
tennis,” Knutson said. “Ultimately, I’d love to have both boys and girls 
come into their freshmen year of tennis with two or three years of 
playing, or better yet, competitive tennis under their belts. Then we 
will compete with the better programs. Then we can expect to win 
conference titles and expect our teams to move on to state, not just an 
occasional individual. 

But Knutson, who professes a life-long passion for tennis and played 
at the USTA League National Championships in Tucson in 2002, sees 
even bigger things for the Hudson Tennis Association down the road, 
such as recreational and competitive league play for youth, adults and 
seniors in the men’s, women’s and mixed groups. The group is also 
discussing tournaments and instructional camps and clinics for both 
genders and all ages as the organization grows. 

“As large as some of the local associations are for sports like soc-
cer, hockey, football and others, the Hudson Tennis Association has the 
opportunity to become the largest association of them all when you 
consider the combined demographics of all the participants, including 
elementary, middle and high school participants, adult and senior lev-
el groups and then the combinations of play with men’s, women’s and 
mixed,” he said. “The Hudson Tennis Association could be thousands of 

Tennis Enthusiasts Unite To Form 
Hudson Tennis Association

From left to right: President of the Hudson Tennis Association, John Knutson, Libby Koepsell, USTA Director of Community Tennis  
Christine Nickels, Heidi Young, Greg Young, Dave Dahl, Gabe LeBrun, Mary Ellen Akan and Dennis Lee.

participants in years to come if we program and operate the organiza-
tion properly.”

Knutson has already reached out to USTA Northern, asking for assis-
tance with organizational structure, trainings, coaching opportunities 
and funding to get the group off the ground. 

“The USTA’s assistance will be absolutely invaluable for us to get it 
right from the start,” Knutson said. “They have done this successfully 
so many times for other communities. We know with its help, we can 
make the Hudson Tennis Association a great success.”

“USTA Northern is excited to support the enthusiastic, committed 
and talented group of volunteers that are forming the new Hudson Ten-
nis Association to promote and develop the growth of tennis in their 
community,” Christine Nickels, USTA Northern Director of Community 
Tennis, said.

With eight courts at the high school unplayable this year due to con-
struction related to improvements for the school district, Knutson said 
the group is committed to beginning the youth development programs 
at the elementary and middle schools in the area. But, he admits, they 
can use all the help they can get. 

“We have 20 enthusiastic and energetic people right now who are 
meeting to get the Hudson Tennis Association up and running. But, 
we’re looking for more,” he said. “If you are a tennis enthusiast, at any 
level of play or ability, and are interested in helping develop the life-long 
sport of tennis for you and others in the Hudson community, from young 
to more seasoned, we’d love to hear from you. 

To learn more about the group, please contact Knutson by e-mail at 
jknutson@catalystsportsmedicine.com or by phone at (651) 210-7858.

Note: This story was reprinted with permission from the Hudson 
Star-Observer.

mailto:jknutson@catalystsportsmedicine.com


The Rebirth Of Tennis In Owatonna
Rick Velasquez was looking 

for fun things that he, wife, 
Amy, and son, Noah, could do 
as a family. Having just moved 
to the small community of 
Owatonna, Minn., from Albu-
querque, N.M. in 2008, Noah 
participated in swimming, but 
decided to trade in his flippers 
for tennis shoes at the start 
of seventh grade. Supporting 
their son’s change of foot-
wear, they started taking tennis lessons together – as a family. 

Soon Rick was deployed to Afghanistan. Looking to fill the void of their 
husband and father being 7,000 miles away defending our country, Amy 
and Noah continued taking tennis lessons and soon were pretty good 
players. When Rick returned after earning a Bronze Star Medal, he 
knew he needed to catch up to the rest of his family on the court when 
he ran into Jim Pierret. A member of the Owatonna Tennis Association 
(OTA) for years, Pierret saw the passion the Velasquez Family had for 
tennis and invited Rick to an OTA Board meeting. At that time, only 
three board members remained, and all of them had served more than 
10 years. Realizing it was time for some new blood, Rick joined the 
Board and became President two months later.

With a to-do list a mile long in hopes of breathing new life back into 
what was once a vibrant tennis community, Rick and Amy held an event 
at the local tennis facility – West Hills Indoor Tennis Club – hoping to 
recruit new Board members. By the end of 2016, the OTA was up to 
nine active board members.

“We wanted people, anyone who had an interest in tennis, to sign up 
and work with us,” Velasquez said. 

With its mission to encourage, promote and improve the quality of 
tennis in the Owatonna area, the revitalized OTA started by developing 
strong relationships with Owatonna Park and Rec, the high school and 
the indoor facility. West Hills had an active youth group lesson program 
with 600 kids participating in programming each year, while the Owa-
tonna High School team, which is a no-cut program, fielded on average 
45 girls and 35 boys on its teams – pretty good numbers for a town 
of 27,000 people. 

But it was in the adult space where tennis programming lacked at-
tention and became stagnant. Also, the city’s outdoor facilities were 
deteriorating. Then in July, the Park and Rec eliminated the West Hills 
Tennis Director/Head Teaching Professional position. The Park and Rec 
agreed to continue scheduling the courts and running youth programs, 
but the OTA would have to teach anyone older than third grade. Unhappy 
with that proposal, the OTA approached the Park and Rec about finding 
a solution that would work for all parties involved. The two groups pro-
vided a cost-benefit analysis justifying the reestablishment of the Tennis 
Director/Head Teaching Professional position to the City Council and, 
after much negotiation, obtained approval to hire someone in early fall.

“We worked really hard 
in getting that full-time po-
sition back,” Velasquez said. 
“We said from the beginning 
that we wanted to partner 
with everyone (Park and Rec, 
High School and City Council) 
and find a solution that was 
mutually beneficial for all in-
volved.”

With the position back 
in the budget for 2017, the 

OTA knew it had its work cut out for itself trying to convince a top-flight 
teaching professional to work in Owatonna. The group contacted similar 
communities in USTA Northern asking how they went about advertising 
their positions and enticing professionals to work for them. The selec-
tion committee, which was two Park and Rec employees and two OTA 
members, received 17 resumes, only three of which were from Minne-
sota. They conducted six phone interviews before narrowing the field 
to three candidates. To show its commitment to the process, the OTA 
paid travel stipends for the finalists to visit the community.

“I think by making such a financial commitment bringing in these pros, 
the City Council and Park and Rec saw how important this was to us and 
how serious we were about the position,” Velasquez said. “We also ran 
each candidate through a pretty intense interview process where they 
had to teach four lessons (to different age groups) while we watched. 
We wanted to see how they interacted with potential program partic-
ipants on all levels.”

Finally the five-month process was complete and the last man stand-
ing was Kelly Baker, a teaching pro from a private club in Oregon. He 
and his wife Roan - who will teach juniors at West Hills – arrived in 
January and were introduced to the community at a social event in 
which 60 people attended. Named Pro of the Year by the USTA Middle 
State Central Pennsylvania District, Baker specializes in Cardio Tennis 
and his training models are still used at Duke University, where he was 
the Director of Tennis at The Faculty Club.

Having to hit the ground running, Baker’s top priorities include re-
viving adult programming in the city, working closely with high school 
coaches and making West Hills a tennis destination where people play, 
talk and enjoy tennis. He has already met with USTA Northern in identi-
fying ways of growing USTA participation in the Owatonna. 

“It is an exciting time,” Velasquez said. “We set up the salary structure 
so Kelly could spend his time marketing the facility and its programs so 
people will come. I don’t think people realize that a junior membership 
at West Hills is only $20 a month, while an adult membership is $35 
a month. Or that court fees are only $6 a court for 90 minutes. That 
shakes down to $1.50 per player for doubles and $3 for singles. You 
can’t find that kind of bargain at any other indoor tennis facility.”

For more information about the Owatonna Tennis Association or 
West Hills Tennis Club, visit www.owatonnatennis.com. 
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Congratulations to the following tennis facilities and organizations for 
being named to the 2016 USTA Northern’s Premier Provider list: Base-
line Tennis Center-University of Minnesota (Minneapolis, Minn.); Courts 
Plus Community Fitness (Fargo, N.D.); Eau Claire YMCA Indoor Tennis 
Center (Eau Claire, Wis.); Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center (St. 
Paul, Minn.); Hastings Tennis Association (Hastings, Minn.) Life Time 
Athletic – White Bear (White Bear Lake, Minn.); Life Time Fitness – 
Bloomington South (Bloomington, Minn.); Sioux Falls Tennis Association 
(Sioux Falls, S.D.), St. Paul Urban Tennis (St. Paul, Minn.) and Williston 
Fitness Center (Minnetonka, Minn.). 

To be a Premier Provider, USTA organizational members must offer 
many USTA Northern play opportunities for all ages and ability levels, as 
well as fulfill other requirements including youth Play Days, tennis fes-
tival/play events, Junior Team Tennis, junior tournaments, adult tourna-
ments, adult leagues, adult recreational play, Coach Youth Tennis Train-
ing and permanent blended court lines for 36-foot and 60-foot play.

2016 USTA Northern Premier Providers
Baseline Tennis Center – Located at the University of Minnesota, 

Baseline Tennis Center plays host 
to over 50 local and national ju-
nior tournaments, as well as Ju-
nior Team Tennis and adult USTA 
League Section championships 
each year. A two-time recipient of 
this award, Baseline Tennis Cen-
ter also runs adult tournaments, 
Cardio Tennis, recreational oppor-
tunities, summer camps, private and group lessons and is the largest 
provider of USTA League Tennis in the Section. Baseline is also is the 
home to the University of Minnesota men’s and women’s tennis teams 
and serves as an indoor facility for many Division II and III college pro-
grams in the area, in addition to the Minnesota State High School Tour-
naments and the US Open Northern Section Qualifier. The 22-court 
facility (10 indoor, 12 outdoor) has blended lines on eight courts.

Courts Plus Community Fitness – A second-time honoree, Courts Plus 
offers a variety of programming including Junior Team Tennis, junior 
and adult tournaments, adult leagues, adult and junior recreational play, 
youth Play Days and tennis festivals and play events. On its seven indoor 
courts, all which have blended lines, it offers leagues, drills and private 
lessons every day, as well as junior Play Days on Friday, Saturdays and 
Sundays. All of the coaches on staff, which is over 25 people, have 
completed Coach Youth Tennis Training. 

Eau Claire YMCA Indoor Tennis Center – A second-year honoree, the 
Eau Claire YMCA Indoor Tennis Center runs the full gamut of tennis 
programming on its five courts which have blended lines. For youth, it 

offers monthly Play Days, In-house and USTA sanctioned tournaments 
and Junior Team Tennis, including JTT Area Championships. Adults can 
take part in leagues, mixers, sanctioned tournaments, Cardio Tennis 
and group lessons. With four teaching professionals, the Center is 
also very active in giving back with its many tennis-related fundraisers 
throughout the year. 

Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center – Featuring seven youth coach-
es and five educational staff, “The Fort” offers Junior Team Tennis, 
junior and adult tournaments, adult leagues, adult recreation play, ten-
nis festivals and play events, including Fort First Fridays for area high 
school players, and youth Play Days. FWTEC has junior programming 
for kids as young as 5 years old and offers both recreational and high 
performance tracks, as well as an outreach program for kids from 
under-resourced communities. For adults, it offers women daytime 
leagues, drills and lessons for people of all ages and ability levels, USTA 
Leagues, in-house leagues, socials and mixers. The facility, which is 
a two-time honoree, also has blended lines on all eight of its indoor 
courts and a dedicated 60-foot court. 

Hastings Tennis Association – A first-time recipient, the Hastings 
Tennis Association works directly with the City of Hastings and the 
school district to be the sole provider of tennis in the community. 
The 2015 USTA Northern Member Org of the Year, the HTA offers 
Play Days, tennis festivals, Junior Team Tennis, adult and junior tour-
naments, adult leagues, recreational play opportunities and more. In 
2016, the HTA played host to a Rally the Family event, a Coach Youth 
Tennis Training, a 10U Play Days, JTT Area Championships, took own-
ership of the Rivertown Days Adult and Junior tournament which had 
185 players, and worked directly with the school district to have blend-
ed lines painted on eight courts.
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Congratulations 2016  
USTA Northern Premier Providers

Life Time Athletic – White Bear hosts the Pine Tree Apple Tennis Classic every year raising 
millions of dollars for Children’s Hospitals and cancer research.
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Life Time Athletic – White Bear – With 10 courts all featuring blended 
lines, Life Time Athletic – White Bear runs tennis festival/play events, 
JTT, junior tournaments, adult leagues and offers recreational play. A 
first-time honoree, the club offers monthly red/orange and green mix-
ers with weekly match play and classes for juniors, and plays host to 
the Pine Tree Apple Tennis Classic, which is the largest adult mixed 
doubles tournament in USTA Northern and has raised millions of dollars 
for Children’s Hospitals and cancer research. 

Life Time Fitness – Bloomington South: Life Time Fitness – Blooming-
ton South keeps its 11 courts (all with blended lines) busy by offering 
Play Days, tennis festivals, JTT, junior tournaments, adult tournaments 
and leagues and recreational play for all levels. It is the second largest 
provider of USTA League Tennis in the Twin Cities and is a Junior Team 
Tennis powerhouse, winning nine Section championships since 2012. 
With seven pros, all who have completed the Coach Youth Tennis Train-
ing, the first-time recipient also works with local community education 
programs and the Senior Tennis Players Club.

Sioux Falls Tennis Association – A second-time honoree, the SFTA 
oversees tennis programming throughout Sioux Falls, offering summer 
adult and junior lesson programs, Junior Team Tennis, Play Days, adult 
and junior sanctioned tournaments, Cardio Tennis, recreational play and 
leagues. The junior programs promote the Youth Progression Pathway 
that includes Friday Play Days and life skills components and concludes 
with the Weber Tournament. The city has eight dedicated 36-foot 
courts, two 60-foot courts and an additional 30 courts with blended 

lines, including six at the indoor Huether Family Match Pointe which was 
completed in 2015. Its eight teaching professionals have all completed 
Coach Youth Tennis Training.

St. Paul Urban Tennis – Named a premier provider for the first time, 
St. Paul Urban Tennis works with the city of St. Paul in providing ten-
nis and education programming for underserved youth helping kids to 
become better people and not just better tennis players. They offer 
comprehensive programming through lessons, Play Days, tournaments, 
camps and Junior Team Tennis. For adults, SPUT offers lessons, drills 
and Cardio Tennis, and in 2016, it partnered with USTA Northern in 
starting a World Team Tennis league. The organization employs count-
less coaches to run its programming in St. Paul city parks, while also of-
fering leadership, life skills and outreach programs throughout the year.

Williston Fitness Center (Minnetonka, Minn.) – A first-time honoree, 
Williston Fitness Center offers youth Play Days, junior tournaments in-
cluding 10U Stars & Trophies events, adult leagues and recreational 
play. It offers winter classes to junior non-members, as well as Saturday 
night match play and summer interclub junior leagues. For adults, the 
club runs women’s daytime leagues, evening doubles and try-it leagues, 
in addition weekly drills, fundraising tournaments, Veteran’s clinics and 
more. The facility, and the five parks in Minnetonka, all boast blended 
lines as well.

 For more information about how your facility or organization can be 
a Premier Provider in 2017, please contact Sandy Smith at ssmith@ 
northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3288.

•  FREE 5-year USTA 
Membership Extensions 
Available!

•  Low Interest Rates! 

• Multiple Lenders!

• More Options to You!

•  Past Boys Tennis Coach & 
Proud Sponsor of USTA 
Northern!

Lakeville South Boys Tennis Team 2016. 7th in State in final coaches poll.

BUYING A NEW HOME OR  
REFINANCING YOUR CURRENT HOME?

Doug Roseth • 612-327-9143   
Doug@DougRoseth.com 
www.DougRoseth.com 
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USTA Northern President Liz Hamburg
Q. How long have you been a part of USTA Northern?
A. I started playing tennis about 20 years ago. I have been an adult 

player and league participant since 2001. I became more engaged in 
the ‘business’ of tennis as my son started competing in tournaments. 
I got involved as a member of the USTA Northern Junior Competition 
Committee, eventually moving to Chair the Junior Tennis Council for 
the Section. Since then, I’ve been involved in a variety of roles within 
the section and locally, including serving on the Board of Directors the 
past 10 years.

Q. What is your tennis background? How did you “Find Yourself in the 
Game?”

A. I began playing when I was a young mom with two kids. Moving to 
Rapid City, S.D., I met new friends who played tennis and encouraged 
me to play. I was hooked in no time, and 
have been ever since. I continue to play in 
adult leagues. I really engaged with ten-
nis when my son was playing. I worked to 
develop a new 12-court facility in Rapid 
City, have run junior tournaments, adult 
mixers and spent the past four years 
coaching a high school girls team (St. 
Thomas More) that won the state cham-
pionship in 2015.

Q. Where did you go to college, major, 
play college/high school tennis?

A. I went to college at the University of 
South Dakota where I was a sprinter on 
the USD women’s track team.

Q. What is your professional back-
ground?

A. I spent the first 10 years of my 
career in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
working in banking - specifically the mer-
chant credit card business. After moving 
back to South Dakota to start a family, I was able to be a professional 
mom for about nine years. I then restarted my career by developing 
resources for the Rapid City Area School District and now am the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Black Hills Area Community Foundation.

Q. Describe your responsibilities with the USTA Northern Board of 
Directors over the years?

A. I have chaired the Junior Tennis Council, served on the Audit Com-
mittee, the Awards Committee, the Adult League Grievance Appeals 
Committee and the Nominating Committee. I also have served as a 
member, and eventually chaired, the Compensation Committee.

Q. What is your favorite part of being on the Board of Directors?
A. The leadership is fantastic. What a wonderful group of people to 

work with - staff and board members alike. There is a reason USTA 
Northern is so well respected nationally. We have the best Executive 
Director and staff. This makes the work of the Board and volunteer 
leadership a fantastic experience. We all get to work together to pro-

mote and grow the game we love to play.
Q. What are some challenges?
A. Geography, for one. Although participating via phone and webinar 

are sometimes a necessity, it is important to include the perspectives 
of our Section’s entire footprint - metro area and more rural grassroots 
engagement.

Q. What are your top memories while with USTA Northern?
A. Seeing the US Open for the first time would be number one. Play-

ing in the USTA League Section championships with my friends is al-
ways a highlight, as was traveling to tournaments with my son, Jack, 
and watching him compete.

Q. Outside of tennis, what are your hobbies and interests?
A. I like to ski, read, hike and cook.

Q. What three words describe you 
best?

A. Loyal. Busy. Determined.
Q. Favorite food?
A. Popcorn - no question about it.
Q. Favorite TV show?
A. I don’t watch much - Modern Fam-

ily makes me laugh.
Q. Favorite Movie?
A. I can’t think of an ultimate favorite 

- there are so many great ones.
Q. Favorite Musical Genre or Group?
A. Sting, Morgan James, Coldplay 

and Sam Smith
Q. Favorite Place To Visit?
A. Northern California Wine Country 

and coast
Q. Family? Married, kids, animals?
A. Married to Randy for 35 years. 

We have sons - Joe (26) and Jack (24). 
Joe played tennis in the eighth grade, 

primarily because of a cute girl, and neither lasted. Jack started playing 
when he was eight and eventually played for the Gophers, helping them 
win a Big Ten title in 2015.

Q. What would be your ultimate job?
A. A successful novelist.
Q. When you were growing up, what did you want to be?
A. A pediatrician.
Q. Who are your heroes or people you admire the most and why?
A. Some of the young students I met while working in the school dis-

trict. The resiliency, commitment and work ethic they demonstrated in 
reconstructing their lives was remarkable.

Q. If you could take 24 hours and do anything you like, what would it be?
A. I’d want to be with Randy and our boys, hiking on Hawaii’s big 

island.
Q. In your mind, why should people play tennis?
A. It’s fun, exercise, competition and a great social connector.

GETTING TO KNOW… 






